CHAPTER II

IRELAND

(1649-1650)

But the prince would make no payment of amends; he bade them look for no payment, but for the strong storms, for the grey spears, and for the rage of Odin.

Lay of Helgi.

I

OLIVER'S first act after landing in Ireland was to issue 1649 proclamations by which all men might know the spirit in which he meant to conduct the campaign. Jones's Dublin army had got a little out of hand, and discipline must be restored. His proclamation of August 24 warned those under his orders that he would tolerate no looting or " cruelties upon the country people," that peaceable folk must be protected in their avocations, and that all supplies must be duly paid for. The previous day he had enjoined the citizens of Dublin to abjure their faults of" profane swearing, cursing and drunkenness," offences
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which would be punished with the extreme rigour of the law.1 He intended to carry out his task with sober justice, and with such mercy as was compatible with justice. Even with Drogheda behind him he believed that he had been faithful to this standard. To the enemy commander in Ross he wrote on October 17: "Since my coming into Ireland I have this witness for myself that I have endeavoured to avoid effusion of blood . . . this being my principle, that the people and places where I come may not suffer except through their own wilfulness."2

1  The proclamations are in L and 8., I 456-7, and III. 410,

2  Ibid., L 490.
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